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1)13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 03 January 2002 . 
2a)Q This action is FINAL. 2b)K| This action is non-final. 

3) Q Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 C D. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 21 3. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or 
on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims i-6, 8-11, 13-20 and 22-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Reimer et al. (4548450). 

Reimer (Figures 1 -3) shows a lead connector arrangement having a non-cylindrical 
polygonal shaped connector pin 1 coupled to a lead conductor 1 9 and a connector sleeve 
(adapter block) assembly with an insert 3 with an axial bore 2 shaped to conform to the 
shape of the pin. The pin has planar surfaces. The lead conductor can be coupled to a 
medical device. The cavity can accommodate two types of pins, rectangular or square. 
Figure 3 shows an alternate retraction stop mechanism having a cam and stop surfaces to 
prevent axial rotation. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is hot identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art 
are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to 
a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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5. Claims 7, 12,21 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
over Reimer et al. (4548450) Kamolz (3794959). 

6. Reimer shows all the features of these claims as described above except a threaded 
recess in the pin. Such a feature is well known and common knowledge and widely used to 
pull a threaded screw with a broken head. Kamolz (Figure 4) shows such a pin. It would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the instant invention 
to provide such a feature to the Reimer's pin because this would provide a means to pull the 
pin as is common knowledge. 



disclosure. Giannini (4844582), Spinner (5059139), Kerr, Jr. et al. (6231358), Asick 
(4033658)Tuttle et al. (39361 24) also read on the claims. 

Contact Information 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ghandrika Prasad at 571 ) 272-2099. If attempts to reach the 
examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor can be reached at (571) 
272-2800 ext 39. The fax number is (703) 872-9306. (j 



Conclusion 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant s 
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Commissioner for Patents 
Post Office Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 




Chandrika Prasad 
Primary examiner 
May 21, 2004 



